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What Rule is the Athletic Ministry Department reviewing?
There is currently an Archdiocesan CYO Grade School rule that states: 

“A student-athlete who is a registered member of the parish and attends a school (public, private or Catholic) other than their parish’s school or is home-schooled is eligible to participate for their registered parish’s team.  

What has been reviewed is:  A) However, if the student chooses to participate for a sport at their school during the scholastic year, then they will become ineligible to participate for that sport at their registered parish.  “Participation” is defined as tryouts, practice and/or games.”  
Why is the Athletic Ministry Department looking at this?
This rule was being looked into at the request of Regional Coordinators and constituents of CYO, and as part of the Department’s practice to periodically review how the CYO carries out its mission statement.
Who makes the decision regarding this rule?

After hearing issues that were raised during open forums, conducted by the Director of Athletic Ministry, over the last six months, the Office for Youth & Young Adults has made the decision regarding this rule as part of its responsibility to uphold its mission statement to bring youth closer to Christ.  The Athletic Ministry Department is responsible for overseeing the CYO sports program in the Archdiocese and is part of the Office for Youth & Young Adults (OYYA).  
OYYA Perspectives:
1. CYO Athletic Ministry is the primary mechanism in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia for grade school students to participate in a ministerial sports program, and has 9 sanctioned sports to support this effort.  CYO has a long and proud history of supporting children of all ability levels to develop their God-given potential. 
a. Parish-based CYO should view itself as the best option when comparing itself against other sports opportunities available to grade school students, primarily because of its Catholic foundation and focus.  

b. The quality of the coaching and overall experience with CYO should reflect the vast God-given gifts of the volunteers in order to help the youth grow mentally, spiritually, physically and emotionally. 

c. Good quality coaching that teaches the fundamentals of the sport and prepares students to move on to the next level of play should be consistent with teaching sportsmanship, humility, teamwork and other values CYO supports; they should not be mutually exclusive. 
d. Youth have many activities available to them, and their parents need to guide them through the many choices available to them in both athletic and other activities.  As the number of activities available has increased significantly, it is even more important for parents to help children choose wisely so as not to overburden and/or over schedule children with particular emphasis on the importance of doing well in school.
e. CYO does not regulate a child’s extracurricular activities, nor the number of hours spent on extracurricular activities, but only encourages parents to seriously prioritize what and how much their children are involved in.

f. The CYO is a parish based program.  Some parish members have available to them activities at their public or private school that Catholic parish school students do not have available to them.  This is not, in the view of the Archdiocese, sufficient reason to restrict those non-parish-school activities.  The focus is on what CYO can provide to all of its members.  Therefore, this rule is being removed.  It is the expectation of the Office for Youth and Young Adults that all Grade School Athlete Eligibility rules are followed by each parish.  A parish may not make this rule more or less stringent. 
g. It should be noted that the decision to remove the rule of restricting playing for school teams outside of the parish, does not change the rule that a student may only play for one CYO team per sport.   
h. It is the decision of the Office for Youth and Young Adults, with unanimous support from the football coaches that the CYO Football program will not allow CYO football players to play for any other football team while playing for CYO football.  There is an expectation that the players will sign an affidavit verifying they are only playing for one team.  This decision was made due to the repetitive hitting that occurs in football.  
i. OYYA encourages parishes to accommodate as many children as possible in their athletic and non-athletic opportunities to help these youth grow closer to Christ.  To the extent a parish is not able to accommodate all of its youth in CYO sports activities, a vast array of church-based and non-church-based activities are usually available for children to identify, develop and share their talents.

j. OYYA strongly encourages parishes be specific prior to the beginning of any sport as to what the expectation of students is regarding making practices and games, the consequences of not meeting those expectations, and to be consistent in application of those expectations.

k. OYYA also strongly encourages all students to actively participate in weekly Sunday Mass, parish catechetical classes and other youth ministry activities that are offered at their parish.

2. For High School students, there is currently a rule that states:  “An athlete found to be “trying out for” or “rostered on” any high school team (freshman, j.v., or varsity) or professional team and also participating for a CYO team in that same sport during the same scholastic year will be considered ineligible.”  

The Philadelphia Catholic League (PCL) is the primary mechanism in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia for High School students to participate in a ministerial sports program.  Parish-based CYO programs in this instance play a secondary sports role to the PCL.  High School sports differ from grade school sports in that the most-qualified players play for a high school, which is not affiliated with any parish.

a. As the PCL is the primary provider of sports ministry to the students who attend Catholic high school, the current rule focuses CYO participation to those youth who have not made their primary high school basketball or volleyball teams.  We are leaving the current restriction for high school in place for now, with the exception that the words “’trying out for’ or” will be removed.  

b. CYO offers only 2 sports at the high school level (Boys and Girls Basketball and Co-Ed Volleyball)

c. CYO High School sports are a good opportunity to continue ministry through the medium of sports.  
d. OYYA also strongly encourages all high school students to actively participate in weekly Sunday Mass, parish catechetical classes and other youth ministry activities at their parish.

